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CLALBORNE/ORTENBERG GIFT ENABLES UM TO HONOR BOLLE WITH CENTER 
MISSOULA -
The University of Montana will soon have a new center for interdisciplinary forestry, thanks 
to a $500,000 gift from fashion designer Liz Claiborne and her husband Art Ortenberg.
Ortenberg and Claiborne joined with UM, state and national officials today to announce 
plans for the Bolle Center for People and Forests within UM’s School of Forestry. Named for 
former forestry Dean Arnold Bolle, the center will foster interdisciplinary education and research 
with the goal of ensuring the continued diversity, productivity and beauty of forests through healthy 
coexistence with human communities.
UM President George Dennison said the center will make an apt tribute to Bolle, continuing 
his legacy of leadership in resource conservation.
/
"We think it particularly fitting that Liz Claiborne and Art Ortenberg want to recognize 
Bolle’s many contributions by helping us initiate this effort in the School of Forestry," Dennison 
said.
Bolle has been a national leader in resource conservation and public lands issues for more 
than 40 years. A UM alumnus, he returned to the University in 1955 as a professor of forest 
economics and policy. Charged with developing a new program in resource conservation, he 
created an integrated approach to decision-making and ecosystem protection that was adopted as a 
national model for forestry education.
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As forestry dean and director of UM’s Forest and Conservation Experiment Station from 
1962 to 1972, Bolle expanded the University’s involvement in public forestry and resource issues. 
He also served UM in other capacities, including acting academic vice president.
Since retiring from the University in 1978, Bolle has continued to work tirelessly, furthering 
his convictions and his conservation programs. He has been active on the boards of many public 
and private organizations including the Wilderness Society, which in 1991 established the Bolle 
Center for Forest Ecosystem Management in Washington, D.C.
Ortenberg and Claiborne, who call Montana their home, are honoring Bolle with a gift from 
their foundation, which contributes to efforts to protect the environment and enact social change. 
This gift to The University of Montana Foundation is part of the University’s $40 million capital 
campaign, "Ensuring a Tradition of Excellence.”
Claiborne and Ortenberg announced their latest gift to UM at a Valentine’s Day news 
conference honoring Bolle and celebrating the mission of the new center that bears his name. 
Montana Governor Marc Racicot, U.S. Sen. Max Baucus and officials from the U.S. Departments 
of Agriculture and the Interior joined in the celebration.
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Contact: Forestry Professor David Jackson, acting director of the Bolle Center, 243-2945.
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